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Faisal proceeded to Iraq in this capacity. ( The ground had
been prepared by his British friends and his numerous Arab
partisans, and although there were many dissentient voices his
candidature obtained an enormous majority of the suffrage.'
On 23 August 1921 he was proclaimed King of Iraq.55

King Faisal's reign of twelve years was long enough to see
Iraq through all the awkward stages of constitutional evolu-
tion. ' The debt which the country owes to its first king can
scarcely be overstated. His gifts and his experience fitted
him to play a determining part in the handling of some of
its most difficult problems, and it is the unanimous verdict
of all those who are in a position to judge that his influence
was the decisive factor in the creation of the modern state
of Iraq.555

The four successive treaties which marked the four stages
in Iraq's emancipation were concluded respectively in October
1922, January 1926, December 1927 and June 1930.* The last
of the four was the most decisive, since it led to Great Britain
sponsoring the admission of Iraq as a sovereign independent
state to the League of Nations in 1932, and accepting an
alliance between herself and Iraq for a period of twenty-five
years. In case of war the two countries were to consider
themselves as allies. This treaty came automatically into
force when, on 3 October 1932, Iraq was formally admitted
to membership of the League by unanimous vote of fifty-two
nations. The mandate was ended.

There is no point in belittling the good auspices under which
the life of the new independent state began. Its northern fron-
tiers had been fixed so as to include the whole vilayet of Mosul,
by the treaty of January 1926, and confirmed by a tripartite
agreement with Turkey in June of the same year. To the
east, the old pre-war frontier with Iran still largely held
good; while in the south, relations with Saudi Arabia were
well on the way to a settlement. This finally came in 1936
when, mainly through the good offices of the British Govern:
ment, a treaty of friendship was concluded at a personal meet-
ing between King Ghazi and Ibn Saud. It should be added
that payments to Iraq by the oil companies in 1932 were
already nearly a million pounds, and have since reached
nearly a quarter of the whole national revenue,
* See footnote on p. 207, , *